























FATHOM . YEARN . INNOVATE

PREFACE

We at Aditya College of Architecture, are delighted to
present fo you the sixth volume of F.Y.| (Fathom. Yearn.
Innovate), our college magazine for the academic
year 2024-25. This magazine provides a platform as an
archival showcasing journalistic arficles, academic
work, designs and graphical concepts, art and
professional intferviews, to students and professionals
alike.

‘Urban Tapestry', our theme for this year delves deep
info the fabric of the urbanscape, exploring the notion
of Urban Commons - shared spaces, resources, and
services of the city, collectively owned by society yet
holding individual importance for its members, These
spaces encourage communal bond well-being, and
inclusivity in daily urban life.
Like an intricate weave in a tapestry, the urban
commons form a pattern in the urban fabric where
every thread, be it a park, a market, a waterfront, or a
street corner, adds colour and texture to the whole.
Some threads are bold and fall under limelight,
inducing the city with its identity, while others are
subtle yet hold considerable importance, emerging in
smaller corners of the city.

On behalf of the Editorial Committee of ACA, we
would like to thank all those that made the production
of this edition of the magazine possible: our supportive
and diligent faculty mentors, all the students who
confributed their time and efforts as part of the
Literature and Graphics teams, as well as the
confrioutors and readers, info making this project a
SUCCEess.

Thank you all for joining us on this journey. May F.Y.L

continue to open the minds of its readers for years o
come.

URBAN TAPESTERY
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PYAAVS AND MUMBAI’S
PULSE :EXAMINING
URBAN COMMONS

The drinking water fountain known as the
Pyaav, which is deeply ingrained in
Bombay's social, cultural, and
architectural fabric, becomes a
representation of colonial Bombay. These
buildings were not only a necessary
public facility, but they also reflected the
city's  humanitarian  principles, the
development of urban planning, and the
function of public areas in the daily lives
of its residents. With its emphasis on the
fundamental idea of urban commons
within the framework of the city's pulse,
the Pyaav offers a window into the
sociocultural ethos of the 18th and 19th
centuries, marking a quiet but significant
period in Mumbai's history. During the
early colonial era, Bombay was «
dynamic port city full of wvarious
communities, frades, and ongoing
change. A major concern for a growing
population was the availability of
drinkable water, particularly for the
working class, labourers, and daily
commuters. Hence, the Pyaav
functioned as a public facility with a
mission based on the principles of civic
duty and charity in addition to being an
architectural element. Often built with
the goal of giving away free drinking
water fo onlookers, these fountains
promoted a common public resource
that was available to everyone. The
Pyaav's role in providing water, a basic
public need, without discrimination is
what gives it significance within the idea
of urban commons. Regardless of social
standing, caste, or class, these fountains
served as meeting places for the
populace. As a result of a more
community-focused approach to urban
planning, they developed into miniature
versions of common public areas where
people could stop, refuel, and sociadlize.

The Pyaavs' architectural styles ranged
from grand and elaborate constructions
that showcased architectural brilliance
to modest, unassuming buildings with
basic functions. While scme became
landmarks symbols of civic pride and
generosity others were intended to
blend in perfectly  with  their
surroundings. Pyaav's reflections on the
Socio-Cultural  Significance The
sociocultural ethos of Bombay in the
18th and 19th centuries is reflected in
the Pyaavs. Although they are
architectural reminders of the city's
colonial past, they also represent a
sense of civic duty and community that
goes beyond British rule. We witness @
change in urban consciousness through
the Pyaav, where the needs of the
public often the most marginalized
were given priority. This demonstrates
an  early understanding of urban
commons, which are areas and assets
that are owned and used by everyone
for the common good. The Pyaavs also
remind us of the changing relationship
between the cily and its people. The
fountain became an essential
component of the city's fabric during @
period when working-class people may
have had limited or difficult access to
water. It served as a place for hydration
as well as a platform for engagement
and interaction between various
groups. Their presence in the urban
landscape captures the essence of the
city at that time, which was a nexus of
social cohesion, culture, and
commerce. AS both practical
conveniences and cultural icons, these
fountains were frequently positioned
thoughtfully at busy intersections, close
to marketplaces, bus stops, and train
stations.
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People were gently reminded of their
shared accountability for the welfare
of the public as they passed through
these arecs. The idea of urban
commons has changed in
contemporary Mumbai, a city marked
by high population density and fast
urbanization. As the city grew, many of
the ancient Pyaavs were lost or fell into
disrepair. But thanks fo inifiatives like
Vaastu Vidhaan, which have been

collaborating with  the Municipal
Corporation of Greater Mumbai
(MCGM) to record, restore, and

preserve these historic buildings, the
Pyaav has seen a resurgence in recent
years. There are various projects which
aims to revitalize the abandoned
fountains and make them important
urban landmarks again. By being
fransformed into  "cultural  pause
spaces,” these fountains are regaining
their place as urban commons. These
areas function as public meeting
places where people can take ¢ break
from the hectic pace of the city to
stop, think, and feel a connection fo
the past.The revitalization of the Pyaavs
to reintegrate these buildings into the
city's everyday rhythm and tumn them
from historical artifacts into active
confributors to the modern urban
experience. In addition to repairing
water fountains, the Pyaav project
aims fo reclaim areas where citizens
can meaningfully engage with public
resources and re-establish a
connection to the city's cultural
legacy. In the context of urban
Mumbai, where breaks from the bustle
are becoming more and more
infrequent, the concept of Pyaavs as
"pause spaces” is especially significant.
The resuscitation of these fountains
supports the city's larger initiatives to
develop more sustainable, accessible,
and inclusive public areas that foster
community engagement, well-being,
and a shared sense of belonging.The
idea of Mumbai's urban commons is
aptly captured in the Pycav.

Fundamentally, these fountains
symbolize the city's civic structures'
social responsibility and public access
to a shared resource: water. The city
demonstrates  its  dedication  to
establishing areas that serve not only
practical purposes but also the general
welfare by restoring and conserving
these historic landmarks.The Pyaavs
remind us of a period when the city's
public areas were planned with an
obvious emphasis on inclusivity and
community welfare, in confrast to the
twenty-first century, when
commercialization and private
ownership frequently dominate urban
spaces. They act as a potent metaphor
for the possibilities of urban commons,
which are areas that go beyond
private property and instead belong to
the collective. Mumbai's heart, where
architecture, charity, and urban
identity converge, is reflected in the
Pyaav. Mumbci has the chance to
develop into a city that values public
space, social  responsibility,  and
cultural heritage while also reclaiming
and restoring these fountains. By doing
this, the Pyaav once more serves as a
gathering place for the populace as
well as a source of water, signifying the
city's continued dedication to ensuring
the welfare of all its residents.

- GAURISH RANE
B.ARCH 3RD YEAR
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